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Welcome to Macclesfield Team Ministry
Macclesfield Team Ministry is a family of four churches located in the town and part of the Church of England.
We are different communities of people seeking to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and trying to bring
wholeness and healing. This magazine tells some of the stories from the people of these communities.

All Saints
Brough Street West
Macclesfield
SK11 8EL

St Barnabas
Lyme Avenue
Macclesfield
SK11 7RS

St Peter’s
Windmill Street
Macclesfield
SK11 7HS

St Michael & All Angels
Market Place
Macclesfield
SK10 1DY

www.allsaintschurch
macclesfield.weebly.com

facebook.com/stbarnabas
churchmacc/

www.stpetersmacc.org/

www.stmichaelsmacclesfield.org.uk/

The Staff Team Key Contacts
Team Rector: Revd Martin Stephens
01625 426110
teamrector.macc@gmail.com
Team Vicar: Revd Andy Williams
01625 432919
teamvicar.macc@gmail.com
Curate: Revd Karen Brady
07419 820864
revkarenbrady@gmail.com
PA to the Clergy: Sue Reid
clergypa@maccteam.org.uk
Macclesfield Team Office
St Michael & All Angels Church
Market Place
Macclesfield SK10 1DY
01625 421984 (24 hour machine)

ADMINISTRATORS:
St Michael’s: Sue Reid 01625 421984
office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
St Peter’s: Jann Thorpe
01625 500544
coordinator@stpetersmacc.org
WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS:
All Saints: allsaintsnotices@gmail.com
St Barnabas:
glenys.hibbert@ntlworld.com
St Michael’s:
stmikesnotices@gmail.com
St Peter’s:
coordinator@stpetersmacc.org
CHURCH OR HALL BOOKINGS
All Saints:
Jim Donaldson 01625 619050
jacjim@ntlworld.com
St Barnabas:
Jonathan Aiken 07515 410170
jonathanstewartaiken@gmail.com

St Michael’s
Sue Reid: 01625 421984
office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
St Peter’s
Mike Boardman: 01625 428646
SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS:
All Saints: Chris Campbell-Kelly 01625
261373
St Barnabas: Jayne Shaw
St Michael’s: Paul Spedding
01625 614819 & Chris Bentley
St Peter’s: Jann Thorpe
01625 5005441
Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor:
Pauline Butterfield 01928 718834 ext
221
pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.
org
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The Spiritual Practice of Picking
up Litter
Recently I have developed an alter
ego. This alter ego is a litter fairy.
She is fast becoming just a little bit
obsessive about keeping her locality
free from litter.
Now, I have always hated litter. My
family will tell you that my usual
liberal tendencies fly out the window
in the face of people who just can’t be
bothered to put their crisp packet in a
bin and leave it for others. I thought
prison was probably too good for
such people. And I got cross about
it – I even ranted about it. And yet I
still DID nothing about it. It was ‘the
council’s’ job – an SEP – somebody
else’s problem.
But whether it has been the increased
focus on climate change and our
environment in the news or the drip,
drip, drip of reading Richard Rohr’s
Franciscan Daily Meditations I am
not sure but I now see things a little
differently. I have decided that this is
MY planet, MY town, MY street and
I can and want to do something, just
a little thing, to care for it. And that
little thing is, most days and most
walks, picking up the crisp packet, the
chocolate wrapper and the beer can

or McDonald’s cup and putting them
in the nearest bin.
You could say that, from being an
SEP, somebody else’s problem, I have
made it MY problem. But, here’s the
interesting thing, it no longer feels
like a problem. Seeing picking up a
crisp packet as a way of caring for
our Mother Earth somehow changes
the feel of it. I don’t feel angry
anymore – I feel it’s an opportunity to
do something, something admittedly
very small – for my neighbours, for
my street, for my town. And now,
rather than getting angry with the folk
who drop litter, it occurs to me that
people who are careless probably

Wild Lent
During Advent a small group of us got together for a few ‘wild themed’
reflective activities. We are going to do a similar thing during Lent.
If anyone is interested in joining some wild, outdoorsy, creative activities
loosely based around Rachel Summers Book ‘Wild Lent: Discovering God
through Creation’, then get in touch with Katy (katy.wardle@gmail.com) or
Tricia (tricia.atherton@gmail.com)
Note - some cold water swims/dips may be involved - but not compulsory!

don’t feel very cared for. People who
drop litter can’t see the beauty of their
environment – don’t know that it is
a gift to them from a loving Creator
- and that is very, very sad. So now,
when I pick up the crisp packet I also
pray for my Sister or Brother Litter
Dropper – that they might see a little
more of God’s beautiful world and feel
just a tiny bit more cared for.
So, a spiritual practice for Lent? If we
all picked up three pieces of litter on
every walk we took in Lent our town
would look – and feel – more cared
for. Isn’t that Good News?
~ Jenny Fox Eades
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St Michaels host the 4th Annual North
West 12 Bell Striking Competition
St Michael’s Macclesfield was the host
for the 4th Annual North West 12 bell
striking competition, held on Saturday
25th January 2020.
The event was opened with
welcoming remarks from our own
Revd Martin Stephens, organiser Paul
Hunter from Chester and local host
Mel Curwen.
Two teams from Chester, two from
Macclesfield and one from Liverpool
competed for the Westminster
trophy. Each team had thirty minutes
ringing time; this was just enough for
a short practice before performing
the competition piece. This year’s
test piece was a touch of Original

Maximus. The ringing was judged
by Stuart Hutchieson from Abbotts
Bromley, assisted by his wife Liz
and trainee judge Kit Bardsley from
Litchfield.
While the ringing and judging was
taking place, a bountiful selection of
refreshments was enjoyed by all: tea,
coffee and cakes went down well,
but perhaps not as well as the local
beers with pie, peas and gravy lunch!
The event was drawn to a close with
the announcement that Liverpool had
retained the trophy from last year. May
we take this opportunity to thank the
many volunteers that helped support
this event.

VOLUNTEERING
If you are interested in volunteering as a steward for events in church, or being on the platform moving
team, please do come and speak to me (office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk). The more volunteers we
have, the more we can share the load with each other.
I am planning a training event in May before we embark on what is another busy time for us as a church:
Barnaby, taking place this year between 18th and 28th June – and which this time marks ten years since
Barnaby came into being.

A Big Thankyou from the Children’s Society
Thank you to all of you who donated or supported our Christingle in any way. Thanks to you we raised an amazing
£872.90!! And way back in November our Toiletries Stall at the Charities Bazaar raised £170.40
Again it’s thanks to your generosity and support that all the money raised will go towards helping the 11,000 young
people and children supported by the Children’s Society. The projects across England and Wales help some of the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable children fight the effects of neglect and poverty.
Again our thanks
On behalf of the Macclesfield Children’s Society Committee
Jenny Wild
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World Day of Prayer 2020
This year’s World Day of Prayer will
take place on Friday, 6 th March
at Macclesfield Methodist Church,
Westminster Road SK10 1BX.
Refreshments will be served from
10am; the Service will begin at 11am.
The same service will be celebrated in
New Zealand, Australia, Asia; Europe
&amp; America: millions all around
our world in intercession for solidarity,
peace and the unity of Christian
people. Prayers will be said in more
than 1000 languages, beginning at
dawn in Tonga and finishing more
than 40 hours later in Alaska – truly a
Global Day of Prayer!
The symbol of the Women’s World
Day of Prayer was designed in 1982
for the service prepared by women
of Ireland, both north and south, and

was then adopted as the International
Logo.
The design comprises arrows
converging from the four points of
the compass, four figures kneeling in
prayer, the Celtic cross and a circle
representing the world and our unity
through all our diversity.

misunderstanding in the past as, in
this country, until recently, the day was
still referred to as the Women’s World
Day of prayer; in fact, it is a World Day
of Prayer - for all: men women and
children; it is simply that, each year,
the Service is organised by women
of a different country; that country
then becomes the focus of the world’s
prayers on the day itself. This year
women of Zimbabwe have
set the Service with the theme.
“Rise, take up your mat and walk!”
(John 5:2-9a)

There has been some

Prayer Event for the Diocese for the next Bishop of Chester
At the invitation of Bishop Keith, St Michael’s is hosting a prayer meeting, led by Archdeacon Ian Bishop, on Thursday
12th March from 2pm to 3pm. For the first time in nearly a quarter of a century, the Church of England is in the process of
appointing the next Bishop of Chester. During this period of change and transition for the diocese, Bishop Keith is inviting
us all to pray with him, for the diocese, the Crown Nominations Commission (CNC), and the person God is calling to be
the next Bishop of Chester. In the week before the CNC is due to meet for the final time, join with others from around the
diocese to pray for the people tasked with appointing the next Bishop of Chester.
Contact comms@chester.anglican.org or book through Eventbrite via the Chester Diocese website or telephone 01928
718834
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Burns Night 2020
Cre8’s Burns Night celebration on the
24th of January supported by Project
Grow was a great success! Over 70
people came down to St Michaels
Church to enjoy some traditional
Scottish cuisine and to dance during
our Ceilidh.
The Hope Centre and ROAR did an
amazing job at preparing the food,
alongside some of our young people
who were fantastic servers for the
night. Guests of all ages joined in
with the dancing and the night was
rounded off with everyone grouping
together for a rendition of Auld Lang
Syne.
We’d like to give a big thank you to
everyone who came along to this
wonderful community event, and to
all our brilliant volunteers for their
help. We hope everyone involved
had an amazing evening!

APCM’s - a chance to get involved
Annual meetings (APCM) take place
in parishes before 31 May each year.
The annual meeting receives reports
on changes to the electoral roll,
general parish activities and financial
matters. The annual meeting also
elects new members to the PCC and
to deanery synod every three years.
It’s the place where we come
together to share and hear what’s
been happening around the
Parish over the last year; how our
buildings have been used by groups
throughout the week; the mission
activities the Church has been
involved with; projects and away
giving. Audited or independantly
examined financial accounts for the
previous year are presented a long
with a report on the fabic, goods and
ornaments of the building.

It’s a time when we review and
amend the Electoral roll for each
Parish - the way in which a person
can have a vote in electing people into
various roles such as Churchwarden,
or representing the Parish at the
Diocesan level.
APCMs are a great way to find out
about all the things the Church has
been involved with. To ask questions
of those in leadership and to get
involved yourself. And if you don’t
have a clue what they’re on about
cos they’re using ‘church speak’ - Ask
them to explain!

THE ELECTORAL ROLL
All four team Churches (St
Michaels, St Peter’s All Saints
and St Barnabas) Electoral
Rolls are to be revised in time
for the APCMs. Blank forms are
available on the table to the right
of the Narthex of St Michaels. If
you wish your name and address
to be added or amended please
fill in a form prior to the APCM
meetings.

Dates for the Team Churches APCMs
•

St Mike’s Sunday 19th April 11am

•

St Peter’s Sunday 15th March straight after the 9.30am service

•

All Saints Sunday 29th March straight after the 9.30am service

•

St Barnabas Sunday 17th May straight after the 11.15am service
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The Climate Emergency

On 12th February 2020 the General
Synod of the Church of England
passed the following motion:
“….this Synod, recognising that
the global climate emergency is
a crisis for God’s creation, and a
fundamental injustice…..calls upon
all parts of the Church of England,
including parishes….to work to
achieve year-on-year reductions in
emissions and urgently examine
what would be required to reach net
zero emissions by 2030 in order that
a plan of action can be drawn up to
achieve that target…..”
This is a radical departure from much
of the discussion that has gone on
in the church for the last 40 years
(as long as we have known about
the danger from man-made climate
change); and for most of us it is
profoundly worrying as it will involve
making significant changes to our
lifestyles and the way we do church;
and perhaps becoming more active
in campaigning and lobbying.
In a very timely move, the Archbishop
of Canterbury has selected as his
Lent book for 2020: Saying Yes to
Life, by Dr Ruth Valerio

An imaginative and challenging study
of Genesis 1, encouraging us to
rebuild our relationship with our planet
so that we may rebuild our relationship
with its creator.

The book costs £9.99 and is
available from the Hope Centre and
St.Michael’s office.

As the Church of England has
recognised that the global climate
emergency is a crisis for God’s
creation and a fundamental injustice,
so we as individuals and as
congregations are called to respond
by living lives that are caring and
restorative. This book will help us to
rise to the challenge with optimism
and hope.

All are welcome to join in with
St.Michael’s Lent course; an
opportunity to discuss the book, share
ideas, pray for our response – and get
to know each other better.

An invitation to a Lent course

6 chapters in 6 weeks with a choice of
venues; no need to stick to just one:
Thursdays, 7.30pm at 25 Hightree
Drive, Henbury (27/2, 5/3, 12/3, 19/3)
and The Maples, 96 Whirley Road
(26/3, 2/4)
Mondays, 7.30pm at the Rectory,
Beech Lane (2/3, 9/3, 16/3, 23/3, 30/3,
6/4)
Wednesdays, 10.30am at St.Michael’s
(4/3, 11/3, 18/3, 25/3, 1/4 , 8/4)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MUSIC @ MIKES
The programme of lunchtime concerts at St.Michael’s continues with an

eclectic mix of aspiring young and more experienced musicians; but they
are all very talented and enthusiastic. The concerts start at 1.15pm and are
followed at 1.45pm by light refreshments; and they are free! Donations to
the East Cheshire Hospice and St.Michael’s are appreciated.
March
Thursday 5th All Hallows Catholic College
Friday 13th King’s School
Friday 27th Innsaei String Quartet (RNCM)

Concert and Refreshments
All Saints Church,
Brough Street West
Macclesfield SK11 8EL

Thursday 16th April 2020,

7:30 pm

followed by Tea/Coffee and home-made goodies

T h e L i t t le M o r e t o n S i n g e r s
Taking our name from Little Moreton
Hall, we perform unaccompanied
Renaissance music, both sacred and
secular.

Tonight’s programme of Easter
music includes some sections of
William Byrd’s famous 4-part Mass,
as well as Gibbons, Stanford,
Monteverdi, Victoria and
Rheinberger.
This concert supports the new Christie’s
Cancer Centre in Macclesfield, planned
to be completed by the end of 2021.
Registered charity no.1049751.

Concert and Refre
All Saints Church,
Brough
Street West
Michael’s Vision
Macclesfield SK11 8EL

St
Day - Saturday 29th
February Thursday 16th April 2020,
7:30
“How can we be Salt
& pm

Light”
followed by Tea/Coffee and home-ma
If you are a member of St Michael’s
Church in any way, join us to:

T h e L i t t le M o r e t o n S in g e r s
Be our
Grateful
Taking
name from Little Moreton
Hall,• we For
perform
unaccompanied
all God
is doing through us
Renaissance music, both sacred and
Be Inspired
secular.

• What more could we become as the
Tonight’s programme of Easter
Town Centre
music includes
someChurch?
sections of
William
Byrd’s famous 4-part Mass,
Be Creative
as well as Gibbons, Stanford,
• Be part of the next steps on the
Monteverdi, Victoria and
journey
Rheinberger.
What will happen? Presentations, group
activities,
– and
This
concertworship
supports
thelunch
new provided!
Christie’s
Cancer
Centre
in Macclesfield,
Where?
St Michael’s
Church, inplanned
the
toMarketplace
be completed by the end of 2021.
Registered
charity
no.1049751.
Time? 10am
– 4pm
(refreshments from
9.30am)

Free entry (but we will ask for your support for Christie’s in Macclesfield!)
Further information from Dot Graham, 07801 493905
or donate at www.justgiving.com/Dot-Graham

Free entry (but we will ask for your support for Chris
Further information from Dot Graham, 0780
or donate at www.justgiving.com/Dot-Gr
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Common Ground ~ Discover and explore what faith in
God means. Listen to others tell their story, share your own
experiences, explore the Bible.
First Sunday of the month, 10:30am, St.Barnabas Church, Lyme Avenue.
with Treasure Champions! Sunday club for children, exploring the Bible through
craft, games, and story telling.
Sunday 1st March ~ Faith and Family. How does God make a difference in
family life? Pancakes afterwards - all are welcome.
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Gentleman’s Evensong on Tour (again!)

On Monday 10th of February the
men from All Saints’, and friends,
had planned a trip to see the ’sights’
of Wolverhampton with our own
tour guide in the form of Brian
Gleaves. Sadly Storm Ciara got in
the way! There were no trains at all to
Wolverhampton. We were not deterred
however and had a change of plan
an decided to sample the delights of
Manchester city centre.
First stop, it being 10.30 am was
to have coffee and maybe some
breakfast at Moose Coffee. However
they were less than keen to look

after 10 of us in one go - so off
the Wetherspoons it was. Some
breakfast, coffee, and maybe the odd
beer and wine were sampled as we
kept out of the cold. We had a good
day together sharing company and
chat, three Manchester hostelries, and
a rather good tapas bar for lunch.

transformed with US traffic lights,
police officer and yellow taxis.
We eventually escaped to find our
train home in time for the evening
Team meeting.

All in all it was a good day, with good
company, some beer and food, and
lots of chat. Normal service will be
On the way back to Piccadilly we were resumed on the 1st Sunday of the
delayed once again. Our route from
month in the Park Tavern - but watch
the Northern Quarter was blocked
out Wolverhampton we will get there.
by New York City! Several of the
streets were cordoned off while filming ~ Andy Williams
for The Crown took place. It was
interesting to see Manchester streets

11

OUR SERVICES
All Saints
9.30am

St Barnabas
11.15am

St Michael’s
11am

St Peter’s
9.30am

1st Sunday

Informal Worship

Morning Praise

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

2nd Sunday

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Morning Praise

Morning Prayer

3rd Sunday

Morning Prayer

Morning Praise

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

4th Sunday

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Worship for All

5th Sunday

Informal Worship

Morning Praise

Morning Prayer (or
Treacle Service*)
Treacle Service
(Informal Worship)

No Service

*In a 5 Sunday month at St Michael’s, the Treacle Market Service will be on the 5th Sunday and the 4th Sunday would be Morning
Prayer.

Storytelling
Service

Choral
Evensong

Contemplative
Prayer

at St Michael’s
6.30pm 2nd Sundays

at St Michael’s - 9.10am
every Friday

at St Michael’s - 9.30am
every Sunday
Weekly service for families
with babies and children.
Includes Holy Communion on
the 3rd Sunday of the month.

HOSPITAL
SERVICES
at St Luke’s Chapel,
Macclesfield Hospital, 11am
8th March with Robert Marshall
29th March with Fran Hiles
Have you ever thought about
helping support patients who come
to worship? Can you help out on a
weekly or more occasional basis?
For more information please contact:
Vicky & Gordon Darlington 01625
428215

Silent prayer (approx. 30
mins) in the Savage Chapel

Common Ground

Praise Evening

at St Barnabas Church
10.30am every 1st Sunday

at All Saints
6.30pm every 3rd Sunday

Exploring together our stories.
Good conversation around a
brew.

An hour of modern worship
with biblical reflection and
prayer.
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Our Team Tots & Toddler Groups

Peas in a Pod at St P’s
A Green Toddler Group at St Peter’s
For many years there has been a toddler group at St Peter’s on a
Wednesday morning called Take a Break. Many of you may have
attended it or known people who attended it.
Sadly, we have taken the decision to close Take a Break because
we don’t really have the people available to run it on a Wednesday
morning.
BUT, we DO have a community garden that happens on a MONDAY
morning from 10-12 and some of us have been wondering, what if
we had a toddler group on a MONDAY, that deliberately fostered
links to the gardens? What if children were involved in planting or
picking or watering before or after they visited the toddler group in
the church itself? What if we did craft activities with natural materials
collected from the gardens? What if we helped with the recycling, the
composting? What if we were a GREEN toddler group, encouraging
the environmentalists of the future?
If you think THAT is something you might like to be involved with, do
get in touch with me.
The times are 9.30 to 11am, to allow for a visit to the gardens
afterwards if carers wish. The more helpers we have the easier it will
be to run. Please spread the word. Jenny. jennyfoxeades@gmail.com
07974 944585

All Saints Church
‘0-5 Club’ Parent
& Toddler Group
WEDNESDAYS
1.30pm to 3.00pm, Contact Shirley Hill on 01625
426874
The 0-5 Club meets on Wednesdays and is attended
by between 10 and 20 children. In the hall, each
session, we have playtime, craft work, play dough,
jigsaws, books and refreshments - a singsong
takes place in the church at the beginning of each
session. Once or twice termly we have a biblical
story from Godly Play using wooden figures.
Our meetings could not take place without the
regular support of church members and friends; a
big thank you to them all.

St Michael’s Toddler Group
Every Thursday during term time we run a Toddler
Group for pre-school children in the morning,
10:00am to 11:30am.
The group is aimed at children up to school age with
their parents and carers and is a safe, relaxed and fun
environment for the babies and children to play and
adults to meet.

